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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEATTH

INJURY PREVENTION AND CONTROL BRANCH

DATE: lune7,2OL2

Health Services Subcommittee of the Senate Public l-lealth, Welfare and Labor
Committee, Health Services Permanent Subcommittee of the House Public
Heafth, Welfare and Labor Committee Joint Meeting

lSP2011-184 - "Requesting to Study the Safety of Soccer Goals Used in
Children's Sports, lncluding Hearing Testirnony from Experts and Stakeholders
on lmproving Soccer Goal Safety in the State."

1. The Departrnent of Health provided a status report regarding the implementation of
Act772 ol 2OtL ¡n writing on August tS,2Ûtf-. (Attachment One)

2. The lnjury Prevention and Control Branch Chief of the Arkansas Department of Health
has corresponded with the Soccer lndustry Council of America to ensure that the
Guidelines for Movable Soccer Goal Safety, promulgated by the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Cornmission (UScPsc) in lanuary 1995 referred to in Act 772 is the
most current docurnent avaÍlable. (Attachment Twof

3- The lnjury Prevention and Control Branch has on file the current guídelines of the U.S.

Consumer Product Safety Commission to be used for reference and guidance when
preparing presentat¡ons, answering questions from the public and developing
programmatic priorities.

4. The Statewide Injury Prevention Program (SlPPl, which is an Arkansas Children's
Hospital lnjury Prevention Center Subgrant Partner with the lnjury Prevention and
Control Branch that is funded through the Trauma System, includes Recreation Safety
as a component of their technical assistance and training working with Trauma
Regional Advisory Council lnjury Prevention Subcommittees to ensure safety
guidelines are available. (Attachments Three and Four)

TO:

RE:

Update regarding implementation of Act772 o12O1'1,, otherwise known as lonathan's Law



5. The lnjury Community Planning Group (¡CPG), a stetew¡de component of the Centers

for Disease Control Violence and lnjury Prevention (VIPP) grant which is managed
within the Arkansas Department of Health lnjury Prevention Program Section, has

reviewed stâtewide injury data and selected four core obiectives to address through
either policy or evidence-based strategies over the next four years,

Sports/Recreational lnjury reduction was one of the objectives selected which
includes supporting educationalefforts for coaches, parents, athletes, and clinicians
about sports injury prevention and concussion management. Members of the athletic
cornmunity have been act¡ve particípants and given expert input regarding this issue.

A full presentation is scheduled for later in June for the consideration of the ICPG.

(Attachment Five)

Contact: Teresa Belew, Section Chíef
Core Violence and lnjUry Prevention (VIPP)

Arkansas Department of Health
Injury Prevention and Control
teresa. belew@arka nsas.tov
501-683-0707



INITIAL STEPS TAKEN BY fiE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REGARDING

IMPLEMENTATTON OF ACt 772 OF 2011, OTHERW|SE KNOWN ASJONATHAN'S lÁW

AUGUsT15,2011

During the 20L1 Legislative Session, Act772, otherwise known asJonathan's Law, was passed. The

law requires that soccer goals in pubfic recreation areas be anchored according to the "6uidelines
for Movable Soccer 6oal Safety'', promulgated by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Cor.nmission

(USCPSC), or by guidelines adopted by the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH).

A two-pronged approach is planned with respect to this bill. First, personnel in the ADH'$ lnjury
Prevention and Control Branch wíll study the USCPSC "Guidêlines" and solicit input from experts Ín

the field to deterrnîne whether these guidelines are adequate or whether new ones should þe

developed. fnit¡al steps have included seeking input from the Adolescent and Sports Medicíne

Center at Arkansas Children's Hospltal and from the Soccer lndustry Council of America inl North
Palm Beach, Florida. Responsesfrorn thesegroupshavenotbeenreceívedtodate. Otheroutre¡ch
is planned as well. Working wíth members gf the Joint House and Senate CornmÍttee on Publíc

Health and Welfare wÍll also play an important role in determining appropriate guidelines.

Second, public service announcements regarding whatever guidefines are adopted would be ah

invaluable way to communicate both the importance of thís subject as well as the technicqt aspects
concern¡ng the proper anchoring of the soccer goals and where this infoimation çan be found. Ann

Wr¡ght, D¡rector of Health Communications at ADH, has been contacted and stated that her group is
fully supportive gf assist¡ng in this important endeavor.
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Augnst 75,2011

Soccer Indrxüry Council of America
200 Ca.SlewoodDr.
North P¡Im Beâch, FL 33408-5666

Subjech Guidel in¡s for Mor¡able Soccer Croal Safeûy

Dear Sir/Ivfadane:

The Artansas Legislaüue p4ss èú, Act?72 of 2011 euúitled 'Toûâthar's [¿w," whbh estahlishaç s¡fety
standards for anchoring soccer goals on playgrwrds and ofher recreation a¡eas. This law requires soccø
goals in pr.r.blic rccreation ¿¡eas to be ancûored.ircco coqrGoal
Safety, promulgated by thÊ U.S, Consmer P¡oóict ¡ or by ûe
g¡ridelines adopted by ûe Arkansas DepaÍtmenl ofHealth-

As the Iq'ury Preve,nfion and Control Branch Chief with thc A¡fuinsas Dep¡rtnerrt of gealtb" [æn
reponsible fm develqing slrch guidelines ãnd request asgistæce fron 1ou cn tlis v€ry ippoftmt
pmject. My qucstions ale:

1 . Harre the January I 995 gttidofi!Ês fron the USCPSC bem revisod ot adenúds) dp:velq¡ed?
2. Are there public serviie annormcer.rmts available ou thír ¡$rs ttat could be ¡rade Arkansas

specifc?
3- Are tþeae other guidelines or aatíons that yoq as a subjectrfafltr gc1rrt, wo.uldrecornnend?

Ilookforwa¡dtoyourrcqrolse. Pleasefeelñeetocalloreo¡ilnewithinforE¿tion. Myphone
nu¡rberis (501) 683-4029 anìe-mailisbill.kwlel&ikan¡ns.sov. Thmkyou soq¡ch foryot¡¡
cc¡nsideration of this reqwst.

S/illiamC. Tønple
B¡anch Chief
þiuqr Preve,ntíon *nd Contol

V/T/jcb



June 7, 2O!2 - Soccer Goal Update/Additional Comment

Background:

ln the packet for updating the lnterim Study on Soccer Goal Safety, there is a

letter from BillTemple to the Soccer Industry Council of America. Three questions

are posed:

1. Have the January 1995 guidelines from the USCPSC been revised or

addendum(s) developed?

2. Are there public seryice announcements available on this issue that could

be made Arkansas specific?

3. Are there other guidelines or actions that you, as a subject matter expert,

would recommend?

Here are the answers to those 3 questions

L. The January L995 guidelines frorn the USCPSC are the most recent.

2, None that they had available but there are bright colored stickers and some

posters that may be useful and we can obtain those from Kwik Goal, L-td.

(We have samples of those in file...however; they don't do the poster

anymore).

3. We were referred to ASTM* and have purchased two of their standards

publications which will be compared to the UCSPSC guidelines äs we

develop ADH guidelines. This is a strictly copyrighted, subscription servlce

and we are not allowed to copy or distribute. (see attached information)

*ASTM lnternational, formerly known as the American Society for Testing and Materials
(ASTM), is a globally recognized leader in the development and delivery of international
voluntary consensus standards. Toda¡ some L2,OOO ASTM standards are used around the
world to improve product quality, enhance safety, facilitate market access and trade, and build
consumer confidence.



ASTM F1938 - 98(2009) Guide for Safer Use of Movable Soccer Goals

Back to Consumer_ Pro d uct EvalrÞtiqn S tandards

ASTM F1e38 - 98(2OOe) @

ASTM F193a - 98(2009) Guide for Safer Use of Movable Soccer Goals

,A,ctive Standard ASTM Fl938 Developed by Subcommittee: FJ.5.43 lBook of Standards
Volume:15.11

Buy Standard (PDÐ more info 10 pages $ 40-00

Buy Standard (Print) more info 10 pages $ +O.OO

ASTM F1938

Abstract

This guide presents directions for the installation, use, and storage offull-size or
nearly full-size movable socÇer goals. It is expected that these guidelines can
help prevent deaths and serious injuries resulting from soccer goal tþver.
These guidelines are intended for use by parks and recreation personnel, school
officials, sports equipment purchasets, parents, coaches, and any other memters
of the general public concerned with soccer goal safety. These guidelines are
intended to address the risk of movable soscer goal tipover. In desipring soccer
goal, the following may be considered: use of a counterbalancing stralegy by
lengthening the over all depth of the goal to effeclively place more rnass fiuther
from the goal's front posts, selection of light materials for the goal's front posts
and crossbar and provides much heavíer materials for the rear ground bar and
frame members, use of a heavy rear framework and folds flat when not in use,
making the goal much less likely to tip over. Securing soccêr goals may be done
in several ways. The number and type of anchors to be used will depend on a
number of factors, such as types of playing surface, soil type, soil moisture
content, and total goal weight. These anchor types shall include: Auger-Style
Stake which is helical in ghape and is sqewed into the ground, Peg- or Stake-
Style Stake which varies in lengths and diameters, J-Hook-Shaped-Stake Style
which varjes in lengths and diameters and its curved-top portion is designed to
fit over goal members to secure it to ¡he ground, and AII-Stakes styles in which
a minimurr of two stakes must be used for each goal. Sandbags or other
counterweights could be an effectíve alternative to anchors on hard surfaces,
such as artilicial turf, where the surface cannotbe penetrated by a conventional
anchor, lhat is, an indoor praclice facility. Also a semiperrranent anchor type
may be used which is usually comprised of two or more functional components.
The main support requires a permanently secured base that is buried
underground. Onc type of semipermanent anchor connects the underground
base to the soccer goal by means of two tethers. A¡rother design utilizes a buried
anchor tube with a th¡eaded opening at ground level, Net pegs may be tapered,
metal or plastic stakes, or both, and should only be used to secure the net to the
ground.

ThLt tbsn¿ct ß a b¡ief sunmary ol the reføenced søildøtd It ís informatiotnl only and rnt ø olfßíal poí oÍ the standøn!; tle
lrll tut of thz statdatd. iße| mxst be reÍetred to lor íts ux ønd applicotion- ASTM do6 wt giw qty votrunty q?rets o¡
implied or muke any reï5entsl¡on lhal the cøLtellls of th¡s obstract tîe tccurdte, conÐlete or vp to dafe,

Page L of.2

http://www.astm.org/StandardsÆ 1 938.htm 61612012



ASTM F1938 - 98(2009) Guide for Safer Use of Movable Soccer Goals Page2of 2

l. Scope

1.1 This guide presents directions for the installation, use, and storage of f¡ll-
size or nearly full-size movable soccer goals. It is expected that these guidelines
can help prevent deaths and serious injuries resulting from soccer goal tþover.

1.2 These guidelines are intended for use by parks and recreation personnel,
school officials, sports equipment purchasers, parents, ooaches, and any other
members of the general public conc¿rned with soccer goal safety.

1.3 These guídelines are intended to address the risk of movable soccer goal
tipover.

1.4 The values stated in inch-pound units are to be regarded as standard. The
values given in parentheses are mathematical conversions to S[ units that are
provided for information only and are not considered standard.

Index Terms

safety labels; soccer goals; Movable soccer goals; Soccer; Sports equipment ;

ICS Code

ICS Nuinber C-ade 97 -2?-0.10 (Sports facilities)

DOI: 10.15201F1938-98R09

ffi ASTM International is a membef of CrossRef

ASTM F1938 (Consumer Product EValuation Standards)

Citing ASTM Standards

lllack to Topl

Back to CoNIrmeJ Jloduct Evaluation Standa¡ds

Copyright @ 1996-2012 ASTM. All Rights Resewed.
ASTM InternationaÌ, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA, L9428-2959 USA

http://www.astm.org/S tandards/T1 938-htm 616120L2



ASTM F2056 - 09 Standard Safety and Performance Specification for Soccer Goals Page 1 of 2

Back to Consumer Product Evaluation Standards

AsrM F2os6 - os {m

ASTM F2O56 - 09 Standard Safety and Performance Spec¡f¡cat¡on for Socccr Goals

Active Standarcl ASTlvf F2056 Developed by Subconimittee: fl5¡[3 lBookof Standards
Volume: 15.11

Buy Standard (PDÐ more info 5 pages $ 40.00

Buy Standard (Print) more info 5 pages $ 40-00

ASTM F2O56

l. Scope

1.i. This standard specifies safety and performance requirements aimed at
providing for safer use of soccer goals and reducing injuries and fatalities.

1.2 This standard applies to soccêÌ goals for training and conrpetition in outdoor
sports facilities and indoor arenas.

L.3 This standard addresses the risk ofaccidental tipover orpullover ofsoccer
goals.

L.4 This sÈandard is based upon safety and design requirements listed in EN
748.

1.5 This standard applies only to goals whose inside measurements are 6VzTo 8

ft high and 1.8 to ?A ftwide.

1..6 This standard replaces PS 7199.

2. Referenced Document s þur chase separately) &

ASTM Stand¿rds

F1148 Consumer Safety Performance Specification for Home Playground
Equipment

AI\SI Standard

ANSIZ535.4 Guidelines for the Design and Safety Signs and Labels for
Application to Products

EN Standard

EN748 Playing Field Equipment--Football Goals--Requirements and Test

http: //www. astm.org/S tandardsÆ2O56.htm 616/2012



ASTM F2056 - 09 Standard Safety and Performance Specification fo¡ Soccer Goals Page 2 of 2

Methods Including Safety

Index Terms

soccer goals; Soccer; Sports equipment--specifications;

ICS Code

ICS Nunrber Code 97 .220. 10 (Sports facilities)

DOI: 10.1520ß2056-09

ffi$ ASTM International is a membe¡ of CrossRef.

ASTM F2q56 (Consumer Product Evaluat¡on Standards)

Citins ASTM Standards

lBackto Topl

Back to Consumer Product Evaluation Standards

Copyright @ 1996-20I2ASTM. All Rights Reserved.
ASTM International, 100 Ban Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA, 19428-2959 USA

http ://www. astm.org/Standards/F205 6.htm 616120t2



This goal should be securely anch at all times r This goal is not to be storr
or used on a slope or hill area . Check that all fastenlngs are fully tightened
before using this product . Check fastenings periodically atter using goal . Gr

shall be nst tiltin at all times . Do not climb on or framework

This goal should be securely anchored at all times . This goal is not to be storr

or used on a slope or hill area . Check that all fastenings are fully tightened
beforc using this product o Gheck fastenings periodically after using goal o Qr

shall be secured at all tirnes . Do not climb on net or framework

Never climb on goal.

Goal can fall over cauelng
sedous lnjury or death.

Never climb on goal.

Goal can fall over causing
serious iniury or dealh,

Never climb on goal.

Goal can fal¡ ovef câusing
serious lnlury or dæth.

Never cllmb on goal.
qoal can fall over causlng
eerloue lnlury or death.
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EOAL 5AFETY STIEKER PLAEEMENT INSTRUETIONS

Place on the rear of left post in the middle,B

Place on rear of the ríght post above

"Never Climb 0n Goal" sticker.
Place on rear of the right
post in the middle and on

rear of the the rail.

Place on the rear of both left and right
posts near the bottom,

PBE{UATCH 0rSPECÏoil C}lEclru8l
. ls{qsl fmlysec!.sdb th€ grcñdwith iûchús?
, ls DonnactN hrrdilån pIolaíy rr$ênad?
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S:tatewÍde lniury Prevention Program

The Statèwíde lnjury Prevention Program (SIPP) has assembled this'Resource Binder to assist

you in implerneriting evidence.based ínjury prevention programs. lnside you will find fact

sheets on a variety of injury issues that affect Arkansas, short presentations on injury you can

use to educate yourSelves and your community, and a list of resources that will help you select

and implement an injury preventíon program in your cornmunity.

ln the first four pockets of this resource guide, you will find fact sheets for a broad range of

injury issues we address at SIPP" Most are presented in English and Spanish, and reproducible

copies of each are available on the dísc provided in the binder.

Horne safety

o Home safety for older adults
¡ Falls prevention

r Home safety checklist

o Burn prevention

. lnfant crying

. Safe sleep for infants

Motor vehicle safety

r Older adult driving
o Distracted driv¡ng
r Child passenger safely
o Booster seats

. Teen drivíng

lntentional injury and violence

' Suicide

. lnterpersonalviolence

. Child maltreatment

o Youth violence

Recreational safety

¡ Concussions

. Playground safety

. Pedestrian safety

o Motorcycle safety

. HypenhermiaPrevention

o Boating safefi
r Bicycle safety (adults)

r All-terraín vehicle (ATVI safety

o Bicvcle safety (children)

¡ Helmets (children!

o Pedestrian safety

o Water safety

. Personal watercraft safety



PLAYGROUND SAFETY

Play it Safe
Playgrounds are great places for children to test and grow their physical
a bilities. But whether they're pla¡ring on a backyard swing set or at a public
parlç there are some dangers at every playground.To keep your kids safe
while they play, follow this 5.4.F.E. checklisc

S.A.F.E. Checklist
Supervision is present.

Adults should watch kids at playgrounds at allt¡mes.They should be on
the look out for any dangers and be ready to step in if a chifd needs help.

Play on Age-appropriate equipment.
Children under the age of S should play in a separate areä fr, gm older
children to keep play fun and safr for everyone. Smaller chíldren also need
to play on equipment that is right for their size. Playing on equipment
rnade for larger children may result in Ínjuries.

Falls to the ground are cushioned.
A fall to concrete, asphalt or even dirt and grass could result in a serious
injury. Lookfor playgrounds that have sand, wood chips or rubber matt¡ng
under swÍngt seesaws and jungle gyms- AII of these surfaces will cushion
your child if he or she falls-

Equipment is safe.
Check out the equipment before every play session. Make sure everything
is anchored safely to the ground and that all the equipment is in good
working order. Look for open S hook or other píeces that could catch on
your child's clothíng. Also check for rusted or exposed bolts and sharp
edges or poínts. lf at home, cover these areas w¡th protective rubber. lf at a
public playground, reportrhe problem to the appropriate authorities.

ln Cooærdolú¡lE

Statewide lnjury Prevention Program

(501 ) 3æ3400 ot 1816) 611-3445 - www¡rchlldrensorg/injuryJ]reveilion

Sot¡cç Anrion AcdsÐr of Pêdiatriß, National Progømfor Plã),gÞund Safety

@"
UÄ]VS

Safetlr Rules

Teach your child never to walk in

front or behind the swings while
others are swinging.

Always use the fadder to climb up

a slide. Neverclirnb up the slidÍng

surface.

Tell your children not to push or
shove on the slide ladder. Make sure

children go downone at a time:

Chíldren underthe age of 4 should
not use jungle gyms or any other
clímbing equipmentthat is taller
than they are.
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Paul IC talvcnon, DrP{ FÀCIIÊ, Dir€ctor ¡¡d StefèEeelth Otr<+r

February 27,2012

Mr- David Sullivan
Projêd Officer
Centers for Disease Confuol and Prevention
4770 Búford Highway, MS F-62
Aflanta, GA 30341

Re: CDGRFA-CEI 1 -1 1O102CONfl2
Core Molence and lnjury Prevention Program
Award Number; 5 U17ICE0O200O-02

Dear Mr- Sullivan:

Per your previorrs insbucfion, enclosed are four draft "Focus Alea $MART objectives."

The lnjury Commurúty Planning Group (ICPG), utilizing data frorn the Arkansas Depa(ment of
Health's lnjury Epidemiologist, met on February Z.3, 2012 to discuss potentÍal "Foctp- Area
SMART Objectives." Recommendations were rnade by ttre IGPG's Policy Sübcommiitee, the
onty operational subcommiftee to date, regarding the obiectives to be selecled- Tlie follovi4ng
focus area categories were selected: 1. motqr vehicle occupant injurl¡r and death; z.

uninlentiirna! poisoning; 3- intentionql injury prevention; and, 4- sports/retreâüonal hjury. The
firsJ three objeclives will remain stable throughout the grarf pedod and the fourth will be flexible
in order to meet potential changing demands withín Arltansas.

We look forward to working with you as ure mo\re toward a completed set of objectives-

Sincereþ,

Wiltiam C. Temple
Branch Chþf
lnjury Prerention and Control

WCTlwct

Enclosures


